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o Actors to accused: Those who contributed to Mumbai Police fund

country and claimed several
lives, including those of police
personnel.

Between March and
Decemnber2020, the MPFreceived
Rs 15.87 crore — or more than 60
per cent of the total corpus of Rs
2549 crore.

According to the RTI, the
biggest individual contributor to
the MPFwas actor Akshay Kumar,
who contributed Rs 2 crore on
April 27, 2020, a month into the
pandemic. Producer Rohit Shetty,
who has made movies featuring
the Mumbai Police, contributed
Rs 50 lakh in 2022. Others from
thefilmindustry who contributed
to the MPF were actress Anushka
Sharma, who paid Rs 2 lakh on
May 6, 2020and Tiger Shroffwha
paid Rs 2.5 lakh on May 2,2020.

Ironically, a year later, the
Mumbai Police booked Shroffand
actress Disha Patani for violating
Covid-19normsandeven putout
a tweet from its official handle.
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The tweetdid notname thembut
referred to names of movies in
which they featured. “In the on-
going ‘War’ against the virus, go-
ing ‘Malang’ on the streets of
Bandra cost dearly to two actors
whohave been booked undersec-
tion 188, 34 IPC by Bandra police
station,” the tweet said. Among
others, Excel Entértainment, co-
owned by actor-director Farhan
Akhtar, contributed Rs 15lakhon
April 30, 2020 while Tips
Industries paid Rs 2 lakh on April
27, 2020, Producer/director
Dinesh Vijan's Maddock Films
contributed Rs 15lakh to the fund.

Amongcricketers, Virat Kohli
contributed Rs 3 lakh on May 6,
2020. Among investors, the late
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala and his
wife Rekha Jhunjhunwala con-
tributed Rs 25 lakh on May 4,
2020.When it came to corporate
houses, Warburg Pincus con-
tributed Rs 2.50 crore in two
contributions and Tata Sons

contributed Rs 1 crore on May
27,2020.

HDFC Bank, which holds the
salary accounts of the nearly
40,000-strong Mumbai Police,
contributed Rs 4 crore — to be-
come the highestcontributor, The
State Bank of India paid Rs 1 crore,
Further, the Rotary Club of
Bombay Central Island Trust paid
Rs 7.51 lakh while Rotary Club of
Malabar Hill paid Rs 11 lakh.

The Mumbai Police itself con-
tributed Rs 6.93 crore to the fund
by diverting half the amount
collected by fining people for not
wearing masks. The other half
went to the BMCin 2021,

Another contributor to the
fund was M/s MZM Care
Foundation — the philanthropic
arm of white-collar crime law
firm MZM Legal LLP, founded by
Zulfiquar M Memon and Suzanne
Z Memon. The law firm that is
usually crossing swords with the
policein courtsas defence lawyers

contributed Rs 3 lakh to the MPE.

An officer said, “During the
pandemic, people felt they
wanted to contribute to frontline
workers like police personnel
who were putting their lives at
risk Therewas alsoalotof public-
ity being done by the Mumbai
Police that contributionswere be-
ing accepted via the MPF due to
which during the pandemic we
received a good response.”

“Now the challenge is that af-
terthe pandemicwe need to pub-
licise the presence of the fund all
the more to receive contributions
since the response has gone down
inthe past year,” the officer said.

The MPFwassetupin2018on
the lines of the New York City
Police Foundation. According to
the RTI response, a total of 107
Mumbai Police personnel died of
Covid and theirkinreceivedRs 10
lakh each through the MPF. They
also got Rs 11 lakh each from the
CM Relief Fund.
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